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Can Halt Heroin Flow 
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tpned in yletpam and tp their, 
supply flights, but no evidence 
was offered. Vietnamese mili- 
tary flights from Cambodia are 
also suspect 

While the American officials 
are reluctant to provide details, 
they affirm that increasing 
amounts of heroin seized in the 
United States are traceable to 
Sputhpa§t Asia. Hong Kong was 
also cited oftep as a source, 
of heroin — refined there from 
opium or morphine base pro- 
duced in the Thai-Laotian-Bur- 
mese region — in both Vietnam 
and the United States. 

Most of the chemists work- 
ing for high wages at refineries 
in Burma, Laos and perhaps 
Thailand are thought to have 
received their training in Hong 
Kong or Macao. 


:r n amsg^ gr"; . 

suss no opportunity to remind 
the Laotian military to get the 
army out of the opium trade. 

The American officials in 
taos are pressing strongly 
for a law to forbid opium pro- 
duction and trafficking that 
was proposed to the National 
Assembly by the Premier, 
Prince Souvanna Phouma, at 
American urging. The Assem- 
bly has been slow in taking 
action. 

One of its members, recent- 
ly appointed Ambassador to a 
European country, had to be 
recalled for "consultation” be- 
fore he presented his creden- 
tials. On his arrival at his post 
his baggage was found to con- 
tain 60 kilograms of white 
heroin. 

U.S. Pressure Resented 



Transit and Processing Centers 
Most experts _agree that 


neither Laos nor Thailand pro- 
vides much hpme-grown opium 
or derivatives for the world 
market. Their importance is be 
lieved to be largely as transit 
and processing areas for Bur- 
mese opium. 

Current estimates are that 
about a thousand tons of raw 
opium a year are produced in 
the border region. Only about] 
30 tons originate in Laos, 1 
where most of the poppygrow- 
ing regions have fallen to the 
Communists, and 200 tons in 
Thailand. 

Under heavy American prs- 
sure Thailand and Laos have 
begun considering programs to 
cut the flow of opium, although 
officials of both countries em- 
phasize that they consider their 
efforts more as assistance to 
their stromg ally than actions 
in their national interest. 

Because of the strong Ameri- 
can hold in Laos, the compara- 
tive scarcity of transport and 
the country's landlocked char-; 
acter, the United States is giv-, 
eq a better chance there than! 
in Thailand of restricting the 
flow. 

Military’s Role Said to End 

The Acting Defense Minister 
[of Laos, Sisoiik na Champas- 
sajk said in an interview that 
ihg recent retirement from ac- 
tive service of General Ouane 
* removed the military from 
opium traffic. Mr. Sisouk 
he had confronted the 
eral with the accusation 
,t . he was "the real boss" 
he admitted it. According 
to" the Minister, the command- 
er’ in chief said 


n£se have it? I am not stealing 
tne state's money.” 
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Many Laotian officials are 
growing resentful at American 
pressure because, they allege, 
die United States has long., 
known of the implication of the 
Laotian armed forces but, for 
its own reasons, has tolerated 
the practice. 

"When military goals were 
most important to the Ameri- 
cans, they were ready to over- 
look anything," said Maj. Gen. 
Kouprasith Abbay, newly ap- 
pointed deputy commander m 
chief. "Now, domestic political 
interests are dominant, and 
suddenly the Americans want 
us to act." 

Thailand, in the view of high 
officials in^ Washington, has 
been slow in taking effective 
action. In an interview, Maj. 
Gen. Nitya Bhanumas, head of 
the Central Bureau of Narcotics 
of the police, stressed that to 
comply fully with American re- 
quests for greatly increased law 
enforcement, the United States 
would have to supply greater 
support to his forces. 

Asked about enforcement re- 
sults so far, he showed photo- 
graphs of opium seizures sev- 
eral years back and of the exe- 
cutions of four Chinese traf- 
fickers, also some years old. 

One of the more original 
plans pursued by Thailand led 
a ranking police official recent- 
ly to confer in Burma with 
leaders of the Chinese force 
there to inquire how much they 
would charge to refrain from 
the opium trade. The official, in 
an interview, said the talks 
were still going on and ex- 
pressed the hope that the Unit- 
ed States would put up the T 
money. 

Nothing but Money on Him 
The same Thai official said 


-fit's been going on for a 

long time. Why stop now? If The same Thai official said 
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'Vietnam, 

Aug. TO (AP)— Wsfleht 
Nguyen Van Thieu proposed 
today a bill that would make 
dealing in narcotics a war- 
time crime and would decree 
mf& death penalty for import- 
peddlers belonging to 

I cusston andvo^imd^^r- 
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ey. He took the occasion,' he 
related, to ask the genera! to 
opium production. In re- 
w&Snstirni sartf, General Tuan 
pointed to the mountains on 
the Burmese side and saicl there 
was a great deal of opium there, 
unfortunately not his own.. r . 

The American officials in 
Bangkok said they were pre- 
paring for submission to Wash- 
ington a long-range program of 
economic aid to Thailand to 
help her resettle the Chinese 
in useful agricultural work as 
weU as to provide aid to opium- 
growing lull tribe$ on^substi- 
tute crops. 

Eor the short term, the of- 
ficials said, they are confident 
that more seizures and arrests 
will be made by Thailand to 
help reduce the flow of narcot- 
ics to American soldiers in 
Vietnam. 

Impartial observers believe 
that in the comparatively short 
time that a lapg£ American 
force will remain,, in Vietnam 
it is unlikely that The flow of 
narcotics can he significantly 
reduced. Once the Troops have 
left, they feel, pressure for 
long-term programs will be 
greatly reduced 3s American 
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